The teaching of clinical medicine in Britain was later in beginning than the teaching of surgery. Anatomy and surgery were taught by several surgeons in the early years of the eighteenth century and William Cheselden's Anatomy of the Humane Body, based upon his lectures and practical demonstrations, was published in 1713 and was destined to undergo thirteen editions before the close of the century. Then, soon after the separation of the Barbers from the Surgeons in 1745, William Hunter opened his School of Anatomy that ultimately settled in Great Windmill Street, and soon other private anatomical-surgical schools followed. During this time the only regular teaching of medicine was by Dr. George Fordyce (1736-1802),1 who for thirty years onward from 1764 lectured on medicine, chemistry and materia medica at his house in Essex Street, Strand. At this time there was no other regular instruction given in medicine in London. On page 89 of that delightful book Mr. Guy's Hospital,2 it is stated that in 1768 'it was then agreed that students should be allowed to attend the surgical practice of both hospitals although no corresponding arrangement was made as to medical practice for the good reason that at the time teaching in medicine did not exist '. Opportunities for medical teaching were however soon to be provided in the Aldersgate Street Dispensary founded, largely owing to the enthusiasm of John Coakley Lettsom,3 in 1771. From the very first, Lettsom had it in his mind to use the clinical material at the Dispensary for teaching purposes. In his Medical Memoirs, published in 1774 he analysed the various kinds of disease afflicting patients seen at the Dispensary or visited at their own homes during the previous year, and gave clinical descriptions of many of them. The total number of cases was 1650, of whom 512 had been seen at their homes. Though there is no evidence that Lettsom actually taught at the Dispensary it is clear that he contemplated doing so, for in his pamphlet on The Improvement of Medicine in London (1775) he discussed the use of the General Dispensary as a school of physic, and made the practical suggestion that 'young Zachary Cope gentlemen of genius might pay ten pounds per annum for the privilege of attending the practice of the dispensary and hearing a lecture each day'. He was, however, cautious enough to add that 'this plan may not be fully executed for some time'. The late Johnston Abraham was, however, of opinion that two of the manuscript volumes now preserved in the Library of the Royal Society of Medicine under the title 'Lettsom-Materia Medica' were probably intended as an outline of lectures that he had intended to deliver to students at the Dispensary, but there is no evidence that they were ever delivered. There is little doubt that Lettsom's suggestions influenced others who took advantage of the opportunities offered to teach at dispensaries.
At the Westminster Dispensary in Gerrard Street Mr. Edward Ford was in 1776 granted permission to take a clinical surgical pupil so that teaching was soon permitted there.4 The late Mr. W. E. Tanner was of the opinion that students of the Great Windmill Street School learnt their medicine at the Westminster Dispensary5 but I have been unable to confirm this from inspection of the Dispensary records. In 17766 in Edinburgh Dr. Andrew Duncan founded the Public or Old Town Dispensary where it is more than likely that he made use of the clinics for the purpose of teaching his students, for, though he was extra-collegiate lecturer on medicine, he was not in charge of beds at the Infirmary.
The 
Influence of Free Dispensaries on Medical Education in Britain
To the Physicians of Dispensary Gentlemen, I am instructed by the Court of Examiners to call your attention to the notice relative to Dispensaries which were published in their Regulations of the Court for September 1830 and in August 1832, and to remind you that the time for acting upon them is now arrived. The Court are ready to receive applications for the recognition of dispensaries from the physicians attached to those institutions respectively; and with the view of saving unnecessary trouble to the medical officers the Court have further instructed me to state that they will recognize as schools ofpractical medicine such Dispensaries only as shall give satisfactory evidence of the following points-viz That the Dispensary is situated in some city or town in which there is a medical school recognized by the Court. That the rules for the government of the Dispensary permit the attendance of students, and that the physicians afford them opportunity of acquiring practical knowledge of medicine. Leeds These figures were taken from years when the Aldersgate Street Dispensary was very active so that it is not surprising that thirty-five candidates came from that dispensary, but it was scarcely to be expected that as many as seventy-five candidates were signed up from the Surrey Dispensary, for that was not far from Guy's Hospital where Bright and Addison were at the height of their reputation as clinical teachers. During these years 157 students from Guy's and 178 from St. Thomas's went up for the final examination in medicine and it is possible that the crowds of students at those hospitals induced some men to attend the less crowded Dispensary clinic.
It will have been noted that the Court of Examiners of the Society of Apothecaries insisted that no recognition would be granted to any dispensary that was not related to a recognized medical school. When the Apothecaries' Act was passed there were no medical schools (other than Oxford and Cambridge) outside London, but by 1834 there were no less than fourteen provincial medical schools that must have been established as a direct result of the Court's regulation. From 1834 to 1858, when the Act that established the General Medical Council was passed, the dispensaries maintained their educational function with diminishing importance. After 1858 they lost that educational function almost completely in England and Wales, but in Scotland it was retained until recent times.
Few details of the methods of teaching adopted at the dispensaries are available. We know that for a time Michael Ryan lectured on medicine at the Westminster Dispensary, Gerrard Street and concerning him J. F. Clarke wrote in his book of reminiscences as follows:"1 'Ryan was one of thephysicians of the Western Dispensary, in Charles Street, Westminster, and most of his students at the Gerrard Street school were also his pupils at that institution. At this time the Apothecaries Company received the certificate of fifteen months' attendance at a recognised dispensary as evidence that the candidate for their licence had passed through a sufficient course of Practical Medicine. ' Clarke states that Ryan's class contained about 150 pupils but it must be assumed that only a certain number could be permitted to attend the Dispensary any one day.
Although Thomas Wakley was an unsparing critic of dispensaries it is only fair to say that he included information about the educational facilities they afforded in the columns of his journal the Lancet. For From this advertisement we are able to ascertain the charges made for instruction at the Dispensaries, for the notice continues: 'The terms for attendance on these vary but little. The fees at St. George's and St. James's Dispensary, King Street, Golden Square, may be quoted as a specimen. The charges for attendance on the medical establishment is for fifteen months £6 6s. Od., perpetual £8 8s. Od. Surgical practice, one year £2 2s. Od., perpetual £5 5s. Od.' In the same year as that in which the above notice appeared there was also an editorial note that ran as follows-'it affords us the greatest satisfaction to be enabled to state that the humbug dispensary system is on the wane!'
The educational value of the dispensary was well shown at York where there was also a school of medicine functioning from 1834-1860. The Dispensary is open every lawful day at 1 p.m. and at 1.30 p.m. the medical officer is in attendance for the purpose of receiving and entering in a book the names and addresses of patients who require to bevisited at their own homes. lTereafter a list of the names and addresses of the cases, along with the names of the students in whose districts the patients reside, is made out and delivered to the students who are in attendance. The senior students have the home cases allotted to them, and they, in conjunction as far as possible with junior students, visit the cases. After a home case has been visited the student in charge, before the next dispensary visit, enters in a book opposite the name and address of the patient, the nature of the illness and the trea recommended. Each student keeps a record of his cases in a pocket register provided for the purpose. In case of doubt, diculty or danger the student consuls the medical officer, and no p ption recommeded by a student is dissed unless it bears the initials of this officer. In addition, the dispensary visits the pesoners on the outdoor fund for the relief of incurables for GLsgow and the West of Scotlwd. These number about 150 and are attended by the students under the direction of the superintendent of the outdoor visiting department, each patient being visited on an averag three times a year.
At the time that the above account was written the Anderson Dispensary was seeing over twelve thousand new cases each year, so that a mine of clinical experience was open to the students.
In Aberdeen and Dundee also the medical students had similar experience of home visiting, but since the Dispensaries were closed in 1948 arrangements have been made for the students to spend a definite period with an experienced doctor in general practice.
